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Nutria (Myocastor coypus) 

 Semi –aquatic rodent originally native to South America 

 Similar in appearance and intermediate in size to beaver 
and muskrat 
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Introduction History 

 First imported into U.S. in 1899 

 First record of nutria in Virginia was in 1956 
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Reproductive Potential 
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Marsh Impacts 
 Voracious appetite, compete with and displace native muskrats 

 Feed on marsh vegetation creating “eat outs” 

 Convert wetlands into barren mud flats or open water 

 Loss of habitat for other wildlife species, young crabs, fish 
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Marsh Impacts 
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Other Impacts and Conflicts 
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Status in Virginia 

 Until recently, no coordinated nutria population monitoring 
efforts 

 Populations were believed to be limited to southeast corner 
of state with occasional reports on Delmarva Peninsula  
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Increased Interest: Why Now? 

 Nutria appear to be increasing and distribution expanding 

 Increased recognition of nutria threat to Virginia wetlands 

 Success of Chesapeake Bay Nutria Eradication Project 

 Potential federal funding for nutria eradication in Virginia 
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MAPAIS Project 

http://www.fws.gov/
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MAPAIS Project Objectives 

 To design and implement a standard inter-agency reporting 
process for nutria in Virginia 

 To establish the current distribution of nutria in Virginia and 
publish report 

 To establish a multi-agency panel to guide development of a 
nutria eradication plan 
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Documenting Current Distribution 
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2 Day Nutria Workshop (March 2012) 

 19 participants representing 10 federal, state, and non-
governmental agencies and organizations 
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Goals of Workshop 

 Build current nutria distribution map 

 Discuss CBNEP plan and see how it applies to Virginia 

 Monitoring and management actions needed 

 Discuss function/structure of Nutria Steering Committee 
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Contemporary Nutria Distribution 
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Nutria Management Zones 
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Steering Committee 

 7 representatives from DGIF, NCWRC, USDA-WS, USFWS 

 Coordinate detection and response actions/procedures 

 Maintain databases and records of nutria sightings 

 Prioritize future collaborative efforts 
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Ongoing and Future Needs 

 Develop strategic plan for eradicating nutria in VA and NC 

 Evaluate new techniques for detection/monitoring of nutria 

 Research effectiveness of control techniques in urban 
landscapes (i.e. Virginia Beach) 

 Additional information on current distribution of nutria in NC 
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QUESTIONS ? 


